with the general manager of the Oregon Short Line, he asked the latter how much he thought the road would earn that year.
I told him [says Mr. Bancroft] that I believed it would earn $6,000,000. He thought that, in my enthusiasm, I had put the sum too high; but I replied that I thought not; that the road would not only earn $6,000,000 that year, but in ten years it would earn $12,000,000. He then wanted to know on what grounds I made that statement. Of course he was not familiar with the country at that time, while I was; but he was quick to grasp the possibilities of development in the territory that the road served. I explained to him that I thought Idaho, in a few years, would be the best State west of the Missouri River, if not west of the Mississippi. It had more water than any other Western State and more land to be put under cultivation. . . . There were ranges in abundance for sheep and cattle; undeveloped mines whose value had not yet been determined; undeveloped coal lands in the territory that the railroad served, and timber resources second to only one other Western State. As he became acquainted with the country, going over it from time to time, ... he realized the possi-bilites of it as I fancy he had foreseen them in his first wonderful vision of the future; and he never cast aside any recommendaton made to him by me for the building of branch lines, purchase of new equipment, laying of new and heavier steel, purchase of terminals, ballasting, signaling, and making other improvements to the property.1
At the time when the Union Pacific acquired the
1 " Impressions of E. H. Harriman," by W. H. Bancroft, general manager of the Oregon Short Line. (An unpublished manuscript.)